FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
of the War would thus have left England the
arbiter of Europe.
Outside Europe one effect of the War has
been enormously to accelerate Asiatic revolt
against European domination. The great depend-
encies, India and Egypt, are growing daily more
restive and disloyal, and may easily grow into
a source of weakness, not of strength, for the
British Empire. The Dominions, though still
loyal enough in sentiment, are feeling their grow-
ing power, and are growing less and less inclined
to take their foreign policy from London.
Naval supremacy was sacrificed as irretrievably
as the balance of power, but for far more cogent
reasons. Its loss could have been avoided only
by making peace in 1915. For in 1916 the
United States, enriched by the War and with
their militant instincts aroused, seized the oppor-
tunity to begin building a fleet "to lick creation".
In their war-blindness British statesmen failed to
see that the menacing fleet which had challenged
British command of the seas, and had disappeared
beneath the waves at Scapa Flow, was emerging
smiling on the other side of the Atlantic. It has
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